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THE ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF VICTORIA (Inc) 
MEMBERSHIP 


Any person with an interest in entomology shall be eligible for Ordinary membership. 
Members of the Society include professional, amateur and student entomologists, all of whom 
receive the Society's News Bulletin, the Victorian Entomologist. 


OBJECTIVES 


The aims of the Society are: 

(a) to stimulate the scientific study and discussion of all aspects of entomology. 

(b) to gather, disseminate and record knowledge of all identifiable Australian insect 
species, 

(c) to compile a comprehensive list of all Victorian insect species. 

(d) to bring together in a congenial but scientific atmosphere all persons interested in 
entomology. 


MEETINGS 

The Society's meetings are held at room AG 13 of the Lincoln Institute, 625 Swanston Street, 
Carlton. Melway reference Map 2B E10 at 8 p.nt. on the third Friday of even months, with 
the possible exception of the December meeting which may be held earlier. Lectures by guest 
speakers or members are a feature of many meetings at which there is ample opportunity for 
informal discussion between members with similar interests. Forums are also conducted by 
members on their own particular interest so that others may participate in discussions. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS 


Ordinary Member 

$20.00 

Country Member 

$16.00 

Student Member 

$12.00 

Associate Member 

$5.00 


(Over 100 km from GPO Melbourne) 
(No News Bulletin) 


No additional fee is payable for overseas posting by surface mail of the news bulletin. 
Associate Members, resident at the same address as, and being immediate relatives of an 
ordinary Member, do not automatically receive the Society's publications but in all other 
respects rank as ordinary Members. 


Cover design by Alan Hyman. 

Cover illustration of Magpie Moth or Senecio Moth larvae, Nyctemera arnica 
by Cait Symington. 


MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING 21 APRIL 1995 
The President opened the meeting at 8 02 pm and welcomed members and visitors. 



Present: P. Carwardine, C. Dickson, D Dobrosak, I. Endersby, A & E. Famworth, 

R. Field, A. Kellehear, M. Lagcrwcy, D. Meehan, S. Smith, D&N Stewart, 
R. Vagi. 

Visitors: R. & V. MaePherson, S. Mason, J. Pammer, J. Southwell. 

Minutes: Minutes of the February meeting [Vie. Ent. 25(2):21-22| were confirmed 

(Kcllehcar/Dickson) 

Treasurer's Report: 

To avoid excessive bank charges the Le Soucf Award and the Junior 
Encouragement Award accounts have been consolidated. Current balances are 
General Account $4,007 and Award Account $2,984 Membership 111 with 
10 subscribers. The Treasurer expressed concern at the high level of unpaid 
subscriptions. (Endersby/Mcchan). 

Excursion Secretary: 

Only three Society members attended the joint excursion with the Castlemainc 
Field Naturalist Club which visited a number of local habitats and the 
"Skywalker" butterfly display. 

Speaker: The President introduced Norm Dowsett who has been a keeper in the Butterfly 

House at Melbourne Zoo for the last six years. The complex consists of a 
nursery for foodplant raising, a caterpillar house, and the butterfly house for 
display. A perpetual breeding season is created by controlling temperature, 
humidity and day length but the insect breeding activity does diminish to some 
extent during winter Pests that have to be controlled include a Pheidole ant 
infestation, a wasp egg parasite (Trichogramma) and a caterpillar virus Much 
has been learned of the breeding biology and behaviour of the preferred displav 
species by trial and error over the years. 

General Business 

(1) Cuong van Huynh and Martin Lagerwey were elected to membership A 
nomination has been received on behalf of Leslie Barrow. 

(2) The next meeting will be the Annual General Meeting and nominations for 
office bearers arc required seven days before the meeting. 

Exhibits: Photographs from a recent FNCV excursion to Mt Donna Buang included a 

female Clytocosmos edwardsi (Diptcra: Tipulidae) and a number of butterflies. 

The meeting was closed at 9.32 pm. 
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MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETING 19 MAY 1995 


The meeting was opened by P Carwardinc at 8.11 pm 

Present: P Carwardinc, D. Dobrosak, I. Endersby, R. Field, M. Hunting. A Kcllchear. 

S Smith. 

Minutes: Minutes of the March Council meeting [Vic. Ent. 25(3): 22-23] were passed 

(Endersby/Hunting) 

Correspondence: Correspondence was detailed and received (Carwardinc/Endcrsby) 


Treasurcr's Report 

The Treasurer presented the finance report for the year to date. Account 
balances stand at General Account $4007; Award Account $2984 Membership 
is 110 with 11 Subscribers Received (Endersby/Hunting) 


Editor's Report 

The editor reported that sufficient articles were in hand for the next issue of the 
news bulletin but not for the August issue. Any suitable articles by readers will 
be most welcome. 

Excursion Secretary 

P Carwardinc announced that negotiations were proceeding to hold the August 
General Meeting at the Museum’s Abbotsford Annex. Details w ill be confirmed 
in the next News Bulletin. Interest was expressed at the meeting on holding 
return excursions to the Licola and the Castlcmainc areas, perhaps early in 
1996. An excursion in October or early November will be held in conjunction 
with the CAE course - “Introduction to Entomology”. 


General Business: 

(1) AGM: Discussion was held regarding the 1995-1996 office bearers. All those present 
agreed that the introduction of new members would be of benefit to the society 


(2) CAE COURSE: Ian Endersby has offered to present sessions 1,2 &3. D Stewart 
offered to present session 6 I Endersby or P. Carwardinc would be pleased to hear from any 
readers who would be prepared to present any sessions. Presenters in studs techniques ic. 
collecting, mounting . observation etc would be most welcome 

(3) ENTRECS: M Hunting reported that the ENTRECS scheme was being overtaken by 
new technology and its future may best lie in the consolidation of its records with that of a 
government agency M Hunting re-iterated the society's position that the selling of ENTRECS 
data for profit was against its charter. 
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(4) F'LYERS: Further copies of the society’s 'flyer' arc being produced R. Field noted that 
the contact telephone number would now need to be altered to include a '9' (for Victoria & 
Tasmania) as would all councillor's telephone number due to the recent introduction of X digit 
telephone numbering in Australia. 

Before concluding the meeting the President expressed his thanks to the outgoing councillors for 
their work during the previous year. 

A vote of thanks to the President for his work during the preceding year was moved 
(Kcllehcar/Ficld) Carried. 


EDITORIAL 


This will be my second year as Editor and I hope readers are satisfied with the quality of the 
editorship. Thanks must be extended to the many contributors and reviewers, Ian Endersby for 
providing and updating the mailing list and in particular the ‘regular’ writers. Thanks are also 
extended to Ian Faithful! for his regular compilation of'Recent Articles of Interest'. 

In reference to future articles, Allan Kcllehcar has sourced a method of converting Applc/Mac 
and other non Microsoft word processor files to Word for Windows. This means that most 
articles can be sent to the editor on floppy disc regardless of the software used. 

On a more serious note, my continuation as editor cannot be guaranteed in the future due to a 
relocation in my work as well as additional work and family commitments which 1 now have. 
For this reason it is important for each member to consider taking on the position of editor or at 
least to consider a role as joint editor. 

Daniel Dobrosak Honorary Editor 
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THE ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF VICTORIA INC. 
STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS AND PAYMENTS 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 DECEMBER 1994 

GENERAL ACCOUNT 


INCOME Subscriptions: 

Member 1993 
Member 1994 
Member 1995 
Institute 1994 
Institute 1995 


Sale of Back Issues 
Journal Advertising 
Interest 


EXPENDITURE 
Newsletter Costs 


Printing 

765 


Postage 

363 


Envelopes 

80 

1208 

Aust Ent Soc Affiliation 


95 

Room & Projector Hire 


235 

Protector Carousel 


22 

Speaker Entertainment 


20 

Stationery & Postage 


52 

Corporate Affairs Filing Fees 


87 

Bank Taxes 


12 


16 

1612 

365 

164 

104 

3 

5 

84 

2353 


1731 


SURPLUS For Year 622 

Add Balance brought forward from 1992 2766 


BALANCE carried forward to 1994 3388 


LE SOUEF MEMORIAL FUND 


Interest Income 196 

Less Award Expenditure 16 

SURPLUS for Year 180 

Add Balance brought forward from 1992 531 

Balance carried forward to 1994 711 
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JUNIOR ENCOURAGEMENT FUND 


Interest Income 

27 

Less Award Expenditure 

50 

DEFICIT for Year 

(23) 

Add Balance brought forward from 1992 

107 

Balance carried forward to 1994 

84 


THE ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF VICTORIA INC. 
STATEMENT OF ASSETS AT 31 DECEMBER 1994 


GENERAL ACCOUNT 


Bank Account 

3388 

Fixed Deposit Stock 

200 

Editor's Advance 

104 

Stock of Maps & Booklets 

40 


3732 


LE SOUEF MEMORIAL FUND 

Bank Account 711 

Fixed Deposit Stock 1900 


2611 


JUNIOR ENCOURAGEMENT FUND 

Bank Account 84 

Fixed Deposit Stock 300 


384 


AUDITOR'S REPORT TO THE MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY 

I report that I have audited the accompanying accounts of the Entomological Society of 
Victoria, comprising the Statement of Receipts and Payments, Statement of Assets, and 
Statements for the Le Souef Memorial Fund and the Junior Encouragement Fund 

The audit procedure included an examination of the account books and records of the Society, 
including bank statements, bank books and cheque books. 

In my opinion the accounts arc properly drawn up and the financial records of the Society arc in 
accordance with applicable accounting standards. 

S.J, Cowling 
15 May 1995 
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A SURVEY LIST OF THE BUTTERFLIES OF NEWCASTLE WITH PARTICULAR 
REFERENCE TO AWABAKAL AND BLACKBUTT RESERVES 


Andrew Atkins 
Design Department, 

The University of Newcastle, 
New South Wales 2308 


Abstract 

Much of the natural vegetation of the Hunter Valley had been altered or dcplcatcd and removed 
by the urban expansion radiating from the industrial city of Newcastle. Minimal areas of 
pristine biomcs and larger areas of lightly modified habitats occur even within the city limits, 
although these arc constantly under pressure from commercial development. The value of these 
areas can be judged by indicator species, such as butterflies, that arc found in, and in many 
instances, limited to, these relatively intouchcd habitats. Two such areas, Awabakal Reserve and 
Blackbutt Reserve, arc in close proximity to the Newcastle central business district, and arc 
important refugia for species of butterflies listed below. This list is far from complete, but is 
compiled mainly from my own records of observation or capture over the prccccding ten years 
It is possible that a few of these burttcrflics have been eliminated from both of the study areas in 
recent years due to degradation of their habitats 

Blackbutt Reserve (named for the prolification of Eucalyptus pilularis) is a north-easterly 
facing hillside bushland. mostly containing mixed forest and woodland with a dense ground 
covering of herbs and shrubs. About one third of the reserve is set aside for recreation, with 
play-grounds, a fernery, picnic facilities, animal enclosures and duck-ponds etc. One area on the 
south-western slope has a remnant rainforest that is being restocked with endemic wet 
sclcrophvll and rainforest trees and shrubs. The reserve is about 6km southwest of the citv 
centre. 

Awabakal Reserve, so named for the Aboriginal tribclands south of the Hunter River, is situated 
between Rcdland and Dudley about I Okm south of Newcastle city. The area contains coastal 
sandstone cliffs and elevated hcathlands, low dune shrublands, mixed forest, and a little remnant 
rainforest. There has been some modification due to past sand and coal mining activities with 
general regeneration and introduced weed infestation. 

Both reserves contain relatively pristine bushland, quite often bush-fired, especially at 
Awabakal. They arc more or less isolated habitats, surrounded by urban development, with very 
few corridors of natural vegetation intcr-connccting with other bushlands. 

key 

A = Awabakal Reserve 
B = Blackbutt Reserve 
C = Common 
F = Forest 

G = Gardens and Parks 
H = Heathlands 
M = Migratory 
R = Rainforest 
U = Uncommon 
W = Widespread or Common 

Tlic numbers following the status key letters refer to the months of observation at the two 
reserves or at adjoining areas. 
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SPECIES LIST OF BUTTERFLIES FOR AWABAKAL AND 
RESERVES, NEWCASLE, NEW SOUTH WALES 


llcspcriidac 

Hasora khoda 
Badumia cxclamtions 
Chaetocneme beata 
Nctrocuryne repanda 
Trope:ties symmomus 
Trapezites ehena 
7 rape: lies praxedes 
7 rapeziles phi {’alia 
Trapezites peialia 
Dispar compacta 
Toxidia perm 
Toxidia doubledayi 
Toxidia rietmanni 
Hesperilla donnysa 
Hesperilla masters i 
Hesperilla ornata 
Hesperilla nicta 
Mesodina halyzia 
Taraaroceru papyria 
Ocybadistes Jlavovittus 
Ocybadistes walkeri 
Ocybadistes hypomeloma 
Suniana lascivia 
Telicota eurolas 
Telicota colon 
Telicota ancilla 
Cephrenes uugiades 


BCFGR 

ABMR 

ABUFGR 

ABCFR 

ABCHFR 

ABCHF 

ABCHF 

AHU 

AFU 

ABFRC 

ABCHFGR 

ABCFGR 

BUFR 

ABCHF 

ABUHFR 

ABCFR 

ABCHFR 

ABCHFR 

ABUGHF 

AUH 

ABCGHFR 

ABUHF 

ABCHF 

AUHF 

AUHF 

ABCHFR 

ABCFGR 


10- 7 

11- 3 
11-3 
11-3 
11-4 

9- 4 

8- 11, 2-4 
9,10 

11 

2-4 

8-6 

10- 12, 2-4 
10-12, 2-4 
10, 11, 3 
10-12, 1,2 

9- 12, 2-4 
9-12, 2-4 
8-5 

8-5 
11,2 
8-5 
10, 3 

8- 11,2,3 

9- 11, 2-4 

8- 10, 12, 2-4 

9- 11,2-4 
9-5 


Papilionidac 

Graphium macleayanum 
Graphium sarpedon 
Graphium eurypylus 
Eleppone anactus 
Prtnceps augetis 
Princeps demoleus 
Cressida cressida 


ABUFR 

5-7 

ABCHFR 

8-5 

ABMFGR 

11-2 

ABCHFGR 

8-5 

ABCHFGR 

9-4 

AUMFG 

11 

ABUFG 

11 


BLACKBUTT 
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Pieridae 


('atopsilia pyranlhe 

ABUHF 

10. 11,3,4 

Caiopsiha pomona 

ABUHFG 

8. 9-11,3,4 

liurema bngilia 

AUMHFG 

11.4 

Eurema liecabe 

ABUMHFG 

9. 11,2,3 

Kurcmci smilax 

ABUMHFG 

9. 10, 2, 3 

Hlodina angnlipennis 

BCFR 

10, 11,3 

Delias argenthona 

ABCHFRG 

9-12, 2-4 

Delias aganippe 

ABUMHFG 

8. 9, 10 

Delias nigrina 

ABCHFRG 

7-12, 1-6 

Delias nysa 

BUR 

9. 12 

Delias liarpalyce 

BUFR 

10. 11 

Anaphaeis Java 

ABCMHFRG 

10. 11, 12, 1,2,4 

Appias paulina 

ABCMHFRG 

9. 10, 11 

I’ieris rapae 

ABCMHFRG 

7-12, 1-6 


Nymphalidae 


Danaus plexippus 

ABCMHFRG 

7-12, 1-6 

Danaus chrysippus 

ABUMHFG 

10. 11, 1,3,4 

Tirumala haniaia 

ABMFG 

11. 12 

Euploea core 

ABCHFRG 

7-12, 1-6 

Melanias leda 

ABUMFRG 

9, 11, 2 

Hypocysta metirius 
Hypocysta pseudirius 
Hypocysta adianie 

ABCHFRG 

9-12, 1-4 

ABUHF 

ABCHF 

10. 11, 2, 3 
8-12, 2-4 

Argynnina cyrila 

BUFR 

8. 9, 10 

Geitoneura acantha 

ABCF 

10-12, 1-3 

Heteronympha ntcrope 

ABCFRG 

9-12, 1-5 

Heieronympha banksii 

BUFR 

3-5 

Tisiphone abeona 

ABCHFRG 

7-12, 1-5 

Xois arctoa 

ABCHFRG 

9-12, 1-5 

Polyura pyrrhus 

ABCHFRG 

9-12, 1-5 

Hypolimnas holina 

Vanessa kershawi 

ABMFRG 

10. 11,2-4 

ABCHFRG 

8-12, 1-5 

Vanessa ilea 

ABCHFRG 

8-11,3-6 

Junonia villida 

ABCHFRG 

8-11, 1-6 

A ere a andromaclia 

ABCHFRG 

11. 12, 2-4 


Lycaenidac 


Acrodipsas brisbanensis 

AUH 

9-12, 1-3 

Acrodipsas cuprea 

AUHF 

9-12, 1-4 

I’aralucia aurifer 

BUF 

8. 9,4 

Hypochrysops delicia 
Hypochrysops ignila 

BUF 

ABUHF 

9. 10, 2 

10. 11,3 

Ogyns genoveva 

BUVF 

11 

Owns abrala 
Jalmeniisx’vagoras 

ABUF 

10. 11,3 

ABUF 

11 

Caudal ides ansi mills 

ABCFRG 

8-12, 1-5 

Caudalules consimtlus 

ABCFRG 

8-12, 1-5 

Caudal ides cyprolus 

AUH 

8-12, 1 

Candalides acasitis 

ABCHF 

8-12, 1-5 

('andalides hyacinihinus 

ABCHFRG 

7-12, 1-6 
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Lyciicnidac (continued) 

('undalides xanlhospilos 
Ndcttdubu Berenice 
Nacaduba bioccllata 
Prosotas J'elderi 
Catopyrops Jlorinda 
liryxichlon lineata 
Neolucia agrieola 
Neolucta muthewi 
Theclinesthes unycha . 

7 heclinesihes mis lam 
Theclinesthes serpentata 
Sahtlluna scintillaia 
Danis hymctus 
Lampiaes boelicus 
Syntarucus plinius 
Zizina labradus 


ABCHF 

8-12, 1-4 

BUFRG 

10, 12 

ABCFIFG 

8-11, 3-5 

ABCHFRG 

9-12, 2-5 

BUFRG 

11, 12,5 

ABCHFRG 

8-12, 1-5 

ABCHF 

8-11 

AUH 

8-11 

ABCHF 

8-12, 1-7 

ABUHFG 

9-12, 2-5 

AUHG 

9, 11,2, 3 

ABUHFRG 

8-12, 1-7 

ABCFR 

1-4 

ABCMHFRG 

8-11,3,4 

BUFG 

1-6 

ABCMHFRG 

8-12, 1-6 


NB A few species listed above as uncommon (U) arc common in other areas of the Hunter 
region This year many of the species in Newcastle, Lower Hunter and Upper Hunter regions 
were absent or in very low numbers, undoubtedly due to the extreme drought conditions. 


Additionally, I have recorded the following species from suburban Newcastle, but not from 
either Awabakal or Blackbutt Reserves Toxtdia parvula, Elodina ;xirthia. Elodina padusa. 
Cepora penmate, banaus affmis, I’aralucia pyrodiscus, Hypochrysops epicurus. 
Hypochrysops cyane, Ogyris olane, Ogyris ianihis, Ogyr/i oroetes, Oyyris amaryllis, 
Candalides heathi and Theclinesthes sulpilius. Thus the number of species recorded for 
New castle and suburbs is in excess of 110 species (there is an early record of Hypochrysops 
apelles from Ash Island and Erysichton palmyra from the southern Lake Macquarie) 
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A NEW FOODPLANT FOR THE LYCAENID HYPOCHRYSOPS CYANE 


Peter J. Fox 

9/7 Albert St. Eaglcby Qld 4207 


On April 23, 1994 with Kclvyn Dunn. I set out early to the Warwick and Stanthorpe districts of 
Queensland, in search of Ogyris and other lycacnid species. Most of the day comproscd of 
driving to and from this area We arrived in Warwick about 1.00 pm and started to look for 
Lucia limharia, a small copper which Kclvyn said usually flics quite commonly in the area 
Only one specimen was seen and taken on this occasion. After an hour looking for this buttcrflv. 
we moved on to Leslie Dam just outside Warwick There were a few Ogyris flying, namely O 
oroetes. () Genoveva (not many), O olanc and a few other lycacnids and skippers. 

When the afternoon sun started to go down, I began looking for larvae. On the ground were the 
ant holes of the sugar ant, and from searching the dirt around the trees I found one O. genoveva 
larva From there I searched the mistletoes and dead branches for O. olane and O oroetes 
larvae In one mistletoe branch. I found a strange looking Hvpochrysops larvae, keeping the 
branch for further investigation later, I grabbed some of the mistletoe Amyema miquelii for 
feeding the larvae, as I presumed it fed on its leaves. 

After getting back home that night, I started to break the dead mistletoe appart to see what other 
larvae were in there. To my amazement I found another three larac fo this species and an oroetes 
larvaa, a total of four hvpochrysops larvae and one oroetes larva. Puzzled by what these larvae 
were I asked Kclvyn what he thought they might be. He was not sure either, as werew several 
other collectors that saw the larvae but felt they were one of the Ignitus group. I came to the 
conclusion that it could be a new species or it was H. cyane. 

After months and months of coddling these larvae, I finally ended up with one pupa in late 
August. One month later on Septemenr 21, 1994, emerged the brilliant Hvpochrysops adult It 
was H cyane. Unfortunately due to troubles in gaining the foodplant I lost three larvae, but the 
larvae fed quite well on the mistletoe. They also liked the pieces of apple that were occasionally 
dropped in When visiting Hervey Bay, 1 needed to get some mistletoe for them but was unable 
to find that species, so I placed some of the mistletoe Dendrophtoc sp. (possibly) in They fed 
on this mistletoe, but not to the extent of A. miquelii, so I had to supplement them with a bit 
more apple. 

The foodplant, A miquelii, was found on a small eucalyptus tree about 2 to 3 metres high and 
was not the foodplant stated in Common and Waterhouse (1981), which is Angophora costata I 
believe the larvae were feeding on the mistletoe rather than the eucalyptus in this ease Other 
species such as H digglesii and H. narcissus have been recorded on mistletoe (e g 
Denclroplithoe and Muellenna, Dunn and Dunn 1991) 

Acknowledgements 

Kclvyn Dunn identified the mistletoe species mentioned in this article. 
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INTRODUCTORY ENTOMOLOGY CLASSES 


As a result of a suggestion from David Stewart, Council has investigated the feasibility of 
running an entomology course in conjunction with the Council of Adult Education. The CAE is 
keen for us to pursue this venture and so we arc aiming to go ahead, probably in September or 
October of this year. 


We will call the course "Introduction to Insects", consisting of six one-hour sessions plus an 
excursion, to be run as three evening meetings and repeated as a one day course on a Saturday. 
Both classes will be invited to the one excursion, on a Saturday or Sunday. Our draft program 
is: 


Session 1 

Structure and Biology 

Session 2 

Overview of Families 

Session 3 

Behaviour and Ecology 

Session 4 

Study Techniques (i) 


- Collecting & Mounting 

Session 5 

Study Techniques (ii) 


- Observation, Recording & Photography 

Session 6 

Conservation. 


If you arc able to assist by presenting one of the lectures (particularly sessions 4,5 & 6) or with 
the excursion please let Peter Carwardinc (571 8958) or Ian Endersby (435 4781) know as soon 
as possible. We have a great opportunity to develop an interest in entomology for members of 
the public but we do need some help to do it 


EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 

Expressions of Interest arc invited for the next financial year's positions on the Society’s 
ENTRECS and Conservation Committees. Please consider membership of these important 
committees and indicate your interest at the Annual General Meeting or by contacting the 
incoming Council 
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A NEW SUBURBAN RECORD FOR DRAGONFLYCORDULEPUYA PYCMAEA 
(Odonata: Corduliidac) 

Ian D. Endcrsby 

56 Looker Road, Montmorency, Vic. 3094 

The dragonfly Curdulephyo pygmaea is easily recognised because it perches w ith its wings held 
together parallel to its abdomen, like most of the damsclflies, rather than spread as other 
dragonflies. It is relatively small (abdomen length 24 mm.) and dark with yellow rings around 
the proximal end of most abdominal segments. Fraser (I960) records it as an autumn species 
seen between March and June in a range that includes New South Wales and Victoria 

Observations 

At 16:00 hours (Eastern Australian Summer Time) on 21 February 1995 a male specimen of C 
pygmaea was observed perching on the w hite bark of one of a group of Eucalyptus atnodora 
trees in my garden at Montmorency. It was flicking its tail and occasionally would take short 
flights before returning to the same sunny spot. Its identity was confirmed by its wing venation 
triangle of forcwing transverse, no cross-veins in median space: triangle well behind arculus; 
and sectors of the arculus separating almost at the arculus takes it to the endemic subfamily 
Cordulcphyinac (in the key of Watson et al. 1991), which contains only four species in the 
genus Curdulephyo (Davies & Tobin 1985). 

On 4 March another male specimen perched for most of the day on the same trees and with 
similar behaviour. 

Habitat Records 

Hawking (1986) records it from mud and gravel in montane streams and Houston & Watson 
(1988) give the ecology of the larva as lotic waters and for the adult, streams and riverine. 
Watson ct al. (1991) repeat the streams and rivers habitat while Tillyard (1911), in his 
monograph of the two known species in the genus at the time, describes females ovipositing in 
"grass-fringed bays and comers that occur occasionally along the creeks in the hilly country 
round Sydney" 

Locality Records 

The type specimen described by Sclys is labelled Melbourne, 

Nouvelle-Hollandc (see Houston & Watson 1988) but Sclys erroneously recorded the type 
localities of Hemiphlebia mirabilis, Synlestes weyerst and hitlacus nigriceps (Mecoptera) as 
Port Denison (now Bowen) Queensland (Sclys 1868). His locality record for C. pygmaea might 
also be viewed with some suspicion without knowledge of the identity and itinerary of the 
collector. 

Bilhnghurst (1902) collected extensively at Alexandra, Victoria and includes the species in a 
checklist for the area where he had "only seen it in one spot, a small lagoon, where it appears in 
small numbers every March". Bilhnghurst supplied Rene Martin with specimens and so he also 
records it from Australia (Martin 1901) but, of llic 107 species Martin listed. C pygmaea is 
strangely the only one where he gave no mention of locality or range. Fraser (I960) mentions 
Melbourne and Alexandra for the Victorian records obviously following Sclys and Bilhnghurst 
respectively 
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Hawking (19X6) maps a larval collection site on the upper Murray River at Dora Dora (WaKva) 
and he also has specimens from the Kiewa River at Wodonga and the River Murray at Albury 
(pers comm ) He comments that it is never common when found but has seen it just above the 
tidal influence in the Woronora River near Sydney 

Museum Specimens 

The Australian National Insect Collection (ANIC) holds 61 specimens from Queensland, New 
South Wales and the ACT but none from Victoria (H Abbey, pers. comm.) 

In the Museum of Victoria there arc eight specimens from Victoria and others from interstate. 
The label data for the Victorian ones arc: 

a Alexandra, presented by F.L Billinghurst, 1-02. male; 
b Alexandra 1-03 

c Carlton (Mclb) 22.2.98 

d W. Mclb. presented by D. Kershaw 

c Victoria 

f Named by F. Walker 

g Muscc dc Geneve No. 72 

h 4 

Friedrich Ris (1867-1931) was an extremely active odonatologist in Switzerland (Kiauta 1978) 
with worldwide contacts. It is quite likely that the specimen with the Geneva Museum label 
originated from him, coming via Sclys or Martin. 

Discussion 

Montmorency is now an outer metropolitan suburb with medium density housing, about 25 km. 
northeast of the city. The closest running water is the Plenty River (0.6 km. west), the Diamond 
Creek (0.8 km. cast) or the Yarra River (I I km. south) all of which arc somewhat polluted and 
none of which could be considered as a mountain stream. 

Irrespective of whether Sclys' type locality is Melbourne in a general sense, or quite specific, 
there arc two other early records for a suburban Melbourne collection. My sightings, therefore, 
constitute a third or fourth record. 

The fact that nearly a hundred years has elapsed between sightings is a measure of the rarity of 
dragonfly watchers rather than scarcity of the species. However there docs seem to be a ease to 
consider the ecological requirements of Cordulephya pygmaea as being much broader than the 
published literature describes. As the species is so readily identified all entomologists should be 
encouraged to report new distribution records with precise localities, and any behavioural 
observations adjacent to water bodies would be extremely valuable. 
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BIOLOGICAL INTERACTIONS OF SOME HESPERIIDAE AND LYCAENIDAE IN 
CENTRAL AND NORTHERN NEW SOUTH WALES 


Andrew Atkins 
Department of Design, 

The University of Newcastle, 

Callaghan, NSW 2283 

The spring and summer of 1994-5 were severely affected by drought in New South Wales, and 
most species of butterfly were down in numbers in many areas of the State. Even the normally 
common species were very scarce, with the exception perhaps of some subalpinc butterflies 
This however has its advantages - more time can be spent in studying behaviour Some of the 
following interactions were observed during the drought months and after a return to wet 
conditions in February and March this year. 

Hesperiidne 

Trapeziles symmomous Hubner 

Generally found in late summer and autumn on the central coast of NSW, the adults of this 
skipper arc also found as early as late November, and particularly in the mountains to 1000m, it 
commonly flics in mid-summer. During March this year a female was observed ovipositing on 
and around various potted Lomandra species in my garden. At the time I was weeding around 
the Lomandra and the skipper persistently tried to select my shirt, trouser-leg and boot as an 
oviposition site. However, the ‘substrate’ apparently was rejected, for each time that she settled 
(for about 10 seconds), she ‘tested' the surface with lowered abdomen and antennae, before 
moving on A few eggs were laid on the plastic plant tubs, a humiliating decision. 

Anisyla lillyardi Waterhouse and Lycll 

Quite common in February at Mount Allyn in the Barrington area. The skipper is very local to 
certain steep ravines, and males ‘patrol’ intersecting tracks and grassy slopes in a similar way to 
that of A. monticolae and montane populations of A. cynone. A female of A. lillyardi was 
observed laying 6 eggs in a row on a leaf-blade of an unidentified ‘Wire-grass’. Both sexes w ere 
attracted to a mauve ‘bugle’ flower, but less so to Scnecio daisies. 

Dispar compacla (Butler) 

Always a common late summer and autumn species, both on the coast and in montane areas 
throughout the wetter parts of the Hunter region. At Mt Allyn in February a male was observed 
feeding on bird droppings. The posterior of the abdomen was curled under to meet the extended 
proboscis, but transfer of fluid was not observed (a feature of many substrate-feeding skippers 
around the world, but rarely in Trapczitinac) In March, near Nowcndoc, a male of this species 
was seen repeatedly, but unsuccessfully, attempting to mate with a female lelicota ancdla 
(I lesperiinae). 

I’asma lasmanica (Miskin) 

A female of this skipper, observed initially flying low and rapidly around a swampy swale at 
Bolivia Hill, NSW, laid a single egg on the underside of a grass blade | Microlaena slipoides 
(Labill.) R Br.| This grass, which appears to lack dense and suitable growth for a developing 
trapczitinc larva, dominates the damper places between granite boulders. It is possible that the 
larvae of/’, lasmanica is opportunistic, moving to fresh tussocks of grass when the foodplant is 
depleted (see Atkins. 1988) However, the larva is normally quite sluggish, particularly in its 
first instar 
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Lycacnidae 

Ogyris genoveva Hewiison 

Tliis butterfly did not appear to be affected by the drought this season Neat the coast the larvae 
are more or less solitary, and found within the nests of small colonics of sugar-ant (Camponotus 
spp ) under bark or in tree stumps. Larger nests are found in the drier areas of the Hunter valley. 
In February at Broke. NSW, female pupa was found under Eucalyptus bark, attended by 'green 
ants’. On nearby trees larvae of Ogyris olanc were also found under bark, attended by 
Camponotus ants. 

Jalmenus evagoras Miskin 

A large and very pale female was observed at Bolivia Hill in March. The specimen appeared to 
resemble specimens of this species from north of Brisbane, although the 'normal’ blue 
populations of J evagoras occur at either side of this locality at Guyra (1500m.) and 
Tentcrficld (100m ) Tins species did not seem to suffer greatly from the drought in montane 
areas, however J. iclinus and J. icilius from the 1 luntcr valley appeared to be severely restricted 
and quite rare this last spring and autumn. 

('andalides healhi (Cox) 

In March at Boat Harbour, near Port Stephens, a male of this Lycacmd was seen to tackle a 
female in flight, which then landed on a twig close to the ground, and mating immediately (3 
second) took place There then occurred what appeared to resembled a ritualistic ‘tug of war’, 
the reverse-joined male and female walking briskly backwards and forwards alternately for 
several centimetres along the twig (each movement lasting about 7 seconds) Tins continued for 
sixteen minutes before I disturbed die couple, which dicn flew off separately. 1 have not 
observed this ‘dance macabre’ in any other butterfly species 
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VARIANCE IN THE FEMALES OF PHIIJRISINNOTATA (Miskin) 


Peter J. Fox 

9/7 Albert St. Eaglcby Qld. 4207 


Abstract 

For many years now there have been two subspecies of this butterfly, V mnolala mnolala and 
/’ innotata evinculus. Presented here is my opinion that there is only one subspecies from 
breeded. 

During the past few years of breeding this quite inconspicuous butterfly. I have noted a wide 
range of variance in the females of this species. I have bred and captured specimens from 
Brisbane Qld through to Eungclla (W of Mackay Qld) and found an extreme variance in the 
blue and white markings on the upperside of the fore and hind wings. The distribution for the 
two subspecies arc /’ mnolala cvmculus - from Cape York south to 50 km S of Sarina Qld, 
While the nominate subspecies is from Yeppoon Qld to just south of Port Macquarie NSW 
(Dunn and Dunn, 1991). 

In an earlier article (see Fox 1993), I stated that some specimens from Hervey Bay Qld looked 
very similar to the northern race Since then I have obtained more specimens front the same 
locality. The females had a wide range of variance, from specimens which looked like the 
northern race, others that showed the nominate characteristics and the rest showed intermediate 
characters of both of these During a trip to the Eungclla area of Queensland in September 
1993, females bred from this locality turned out to be more like the southern nominate race. 

I checked several localities in between 50 km S of Sarina and Rockhampton and found no larvae 
or its foodplants In Rockhampton, bred specimens here were of the intermediate variety, neither 
the nominate species or the subspecies evinculus. Kclvyn Dunn pointed out in Dunn and Dunn, 
1991, that this species could have a continuous distribution, but he could not determine exactly 
due to insufficient specimens sighted 

I believe that this variation could be due to environmental effects, such as temperature and 
rainfall, and therefore this subspecies should be placed in synonymy with the nominate species. 
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A NEW FOODPLANT FOR TWO AUSTRALIAN BUTTERFLIES 


Peter J Fox 

9/7 Albert St. Eaglcby Qld. 4207 


Abstract 

A new foodplant for the skipper, Ocybadisles walkeri solhis Waterhouse and the nymphalid, 
Melanias leda bemkia (Fabricus) is stated below. 

During December 1994, I collected larvae of Ocybadisles w. solhis and Melanitis l. bemkia, 
both of these larvae were feeding on Panicum maximum, in which both have been recorded 
before on this foodplant 

After a couple of days I ran out of this foodplant and the only grass 1 had growing was Bromus 
stramineus. so I tried the larvae on this grass. The next morning I checked to see if they had 
eaten any of it After opening the container, I found that some of the grass had been eaten, so I 
decided to continue feeding this grass to the larvae After two weeks of feeding, the larvae had 
matured and started on their pupation. One week later the butterflies emerged 

In the foodplant listing by Dunn and Dunn 1991, only Telieota sp. is listed as a foodplant of 
Bromus stramineus This record was by Kelvyn Dunn himself |Fie lint. 18(6): 105-106. 1988] 
As I have bred these through on this grass, it is possible that these two species could be breeding 
naturally on this grass in the wild. 
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RECENT ARTICLES OF INTEREST 


Compiled by Ian Faithfull 


dc Little, D.W., 1991. Insects and pathogens: site interactions and limits to productivity, 
pp.232-238 in P J Ryan (Ed ), I’roductivity in Perspective Third Australian Forest Soils and 
Nutrition Conference Melbourne 7-11 October 1991, Forestry Commission of NSW. Sydney. 

Adams, M.A & Atkinson, P I , 1991. Nitrogen supply and insect herbivory in cucalypts: the 
role of nitrogen assimilation and transport processes, pp.239-241 in P J Ryan opal. 

Hawkcswood, T J., 1992. Piphucephala bernhardti sp.nov. (Coleoptera: Scarabaeidae: 
Melolonthinne) from heathlands of north-eastern New South Wales, Australia and its 
association with Hihbertia flowers (Dillcniaccac) Giornale Italiano di Entomologia 6:109- 
117. Host Hibbertia scandens. 

Hawkcswood, T J , 1992. Some notes on the general biology and adult emergence of Ogyris 
genoveva genoveva Hewitson (Lepidoptera: Lycacnidac). G.it.Ent. 6:161-168. 

Hawkcswood, T J., 1992. Review of the biology, host plants and immature stages of the 
Australian Cerambycidae (Coleoptera) Part 1. Parandrinac and Prioninae. G it F.nt. 6:207- 
224. 

QuickC, D.L.J. & Ingram, S.N., 1993. Braconinc wasps of Australia. Memoirs of the 
Queensland Museum 33(1 ):299-336. Illustrated key to the 45 genera of Australian Braconinac. 

Wells, Alice 1993. Bugs and Bug Collectors of the Northern Territory: Entomology and 
Entomologists in the Northern Territory. State Library of the Northern Territory Occasional 
Papers No.40, 8 pp. Text of a 1991 talk, being the first history of entomology in the NT. 

Driver. Patrick. 1993. Book review: a book on dragonflies and damseldies Indigenotes 
(Indigenous Flora & Fauna Association, Melbourne) 6(I0):9-10. Review of J.A.L Watson, 
G.Thcischngcr & H M.Abbey, The Australian Dragonflies , CSIRO, 1991 

Kern, Lincoln. 1994. Report: biological weed control conference. Indigenotes 7(2). pp. E-G. 
KTRIconf. 17 Nov. 1993. 

Adams, P B & Lawson, S D., 1993. Pollination in Australian orchids: a critical assessment 
of the literature 1882-1992 Australian Journal of Hotany 41; 553-75 >700 Aust orchid 

spp., 153 published pollination reports, many inadequate: 24 terrestrial orchids with confirmed 
pollinators, 47 with probable pollinators, 11 epiphytic spp. with confirmed pollinators, 4 with 
probables; wasp pscudocopulation, bee pollination food mimicry, nectar & pollen rewards. 

Korszniak, N.. McPhcc, C. & Story, D, 1994. Australian spiders: is their publicity worse 
than their bite? Victorian Naturalist 111 70-73 Necrotic lesions, wolf spiders, white tailed 
spiders. Mycobacterium ulcerans and recent Australian research on spider venoms 

Brabv. M.F., 1994. Predation of butterflies by birds. Viet.Nat 111: 109-111. 

New records and summary of some previous records. 
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Webb. G A . 1994 Some insects found on blackthorn, Hursuriu spinosa Cav. flowers. 
Via.Nat. 111:238-40 Near Uombala, NSW, 29 spp. Colcoptera listed 

Falkingham, C, 1994 The raven and the leaf case moth Viet.Nat. Ill: 241 Travails of 
Corvus sp. feeding on Hyalarcta hutbneri larvae 

Austin, A D., Quicke, D L J & Marsh, P M., 1994. The hvmenoptcrous parasitoids of 
eucalypt longicorn beetles, Phoracantha spp.(Colcoptera: Ccrambycidae) in Australia. 
Bulletin of Entomological Research 84 145-174 

The Australian l’.semipunctala is a more serious destroyer of eucalypt timber in countries to 
which it has been introduced than in Australia, and some of its Australian parasitoids have been 
used in attempts at biological control. Taxonomy, including key, detailed descriptions and 
illustrations, distribution and biology of 18 spp of primary' parasitoids and hvperparasitoids of 
Braconidac, Encyrtidac, Eurytomidac. Pteromalidac, Ichncumomdae and Mcgalvridae, including 
new genus and species. 


Material for inclusion in future issues is welcome and may be sent to the compiler at 126 
Nicholson St., Abbotsford, Vic., 3067. 


WHAT CAN YOU DO FOR YOUR SOCIETY? 

Have you thought of becoming a Councillor or Office Bearer? To find out what is involved in 
these positions please telephone Peter Carwardinc or Ian Endersby 
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